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Praject Information

LAWALISI

Grant agreement |1D: 695245

Start date End date
1 September 2016 28 February 2022

Funded under
H2020-EU.1.1.

Overall budget
€2212638,60

EU contribution

€2 212 638.60

Hosted by
THE UNIVERSITY OF EXETER

2k United Kingdom

1. http://www lawalisi.eu

2. EuropeanResearch Council.

3.Exeter university.

4. https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/695245/reporting

5.Horizon 2020.

6.Framework Programs for Research and Technological Development.
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1. Islamic law.

2.Islamic legal system.

3.ldeas concerning the formation of the Islamic legal schools.

4. The relationship between legal theory and legal doctrine.

5. The purpose of the legal commentary and the phenomenon of legal change.

6. Therole of legal curriculum and educationalinstitutionin securing legal doctrine.

.Therelationship between jurisprudence and governance/politics in the Muslim world .V
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1.Robert Cleave, r.gleave@exeter.ac.uk/ phone: 72402501392

2.Cleave, “Filiation/nasab and Family Values inPre-modern Shi‘iLaw”, In (Ed) Filiation and the Protection of
Parentless Children, p. 2544-.

3. Gleave, “Modern Shi‘ite Legal Theory and the Classical Tradition”, In Khan A, Kendall E (Eds.) Reclaiming
Islamic Tradition Modern Interpretations of the Classical Heritage, Edinburgh: EUP, p. 1232-.

4. The Conceptualisation of Power in the thought of Muhammad HusaynFadalallah.
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1. The Theory of Magasid al-Shar1‘ain Shi'T jurisprudence: Muhammad Tagi al-Mudarris as a Model.
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https://socialsciences.exeter.ac.uk/iais/staff/gleave/.

3. The Hawza project on culture and learning in Shi'ite Islam, 20092013-.

4. British Society for Middle Eastern Studies.

5. The British Institute of Persian Studies.

6.British Academy.

7.www.thehawzaproject.net

8.Roy Mottahedeh.

9. Sabrina Mervin.

10. Laurence Louer.

11. Hawza and Haram: The Scholarly-Shrine Relationship.

12. https://www lawalisi.eu/workshops/
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1. Cameron Zargar, Marja ‘iyya between law and laity: The requirements of jurists as imagined by their
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1. The Imami School: Origins, Role and Prospects, examining the process and institutionalization of Imami
Shi‘T madhhab formation and how this informs our understanding of legal school formation in Islamic
history more generally.
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1. Legal Theory/Legal Doctrine examining the appearance and development of legal theory and its
relationship to the production of legal norms, and how the Imam literature of ustl al-figh provides a
particular perspective on this much debated scholarly issue.

2. Fatwas and Figh focussing on the development of a body of legal doctrine (figh, also expressed in
fatwas), and carrying out a comparative analysis of how commentaries on legal texts functioned to
form a legal tradition and facilitate doctrinal change.
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4. Gleave R, Muhammad Tagi al-Majlisi and Safavid Shi‘lsm: Akhbarism and Anti-sunni Polemic During the

Reigns of Shah ‘'Abbas the Great and Shah Safi. Iran: Journal of the BritishInstitute of Persian Studies, 55.1,
InPress, p. 2434-.

5. Gleave R, The Rebel and the Imam: The Uprising of Zayd al-Nar and Shi'i Leadership Claims. In Tor
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D (Ed) The ‘Abbasid and Carolingian Empires Comparative Studies in Civilizational Formation, Leiden and
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1.Imami Shi‘lLegal Theory: Fromits Origins to the Early Twentieth Century The Oxford Handbook of Islamic
Law, Edited by Anver M. Emon and Rumee Ahmed.

2. http://www lawalisi.eu/workshops/

3.2nd —3rd December 2019: Texts on al-Q awa ‘id al-Fighiyya.

4.12th —14th October 2019: Kitab and Sunna in Ustil al-Figh texts.

5.22nd —23rd July 2019: Tarjih and Ta‘arud in Ustil al-Figh texts.

6.31st January —Ist February 2019: Qiyasin ustil and related genres.
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1.Modood, Multiculturalism: A Civicldea: p4
2. Organisation fiir wirtschaf tliche Zusammenarbeit und Entwicklung (OECD).
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2. Willkommens- und Anerkennungskultur.
3. Fliichtlingskrise.
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1. Assimilation .

2.Integration.

3. Separation.

4. Marginalisation.

5. Assimilation bedeutet das vollige Aufgehenin der Kultur der Mehrheit.

6. Assimilation der hugenottischen Claubensfliichtlinge in Preuf3en.

7. Assimilation der polnischen Bergleute im Ruhrgebiet.

8. Assimilation der piemontesischen Einwanderer in Siid und Westdeutschland.

9. Das wilhelminische reich, zwischen 1888 und 1918.

10. Integration bedeutet volle gegenseitige Akzeptanz und Toleranz, verbunden mit Unterordnung unter
ein gemeinsames Prinzip, bei Intaktbleiben der kulturellen Eigensténdigkeit der Minderheit.

11. Separationist die Ausgrenzung der Minderheit in geschlossenen Bezirken, in sogenannten Ghettos.

12. Nationalsozialismus.
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1. Die Leitkultur.
2. Heiner Cei3ler (Heinrichjosef Georg Geil3ler).
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1. Wir miissen uns darauf einstellen, in der Zukunft mit Millionen von Menschen zusammenzuleben, die eine
andere Muttersprache, eine andere Herkunft, ein anderes Lebensgefiihl, andere Sitten und Gebrauche
haben. Deswegen werden wir unsere nationale Identitdt nicht verlieren [...]. Multikulturelle Cesellschaft
bedeutet die Bereitschaft, mit Menschen aus anderen Landern und Kulturen zusammenzuleben, ihre
Eigenart zu respektieren, ohne sie germanisieren und assimilieren zu wollen (Geif3ler, 1990).
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1.Ende 2020 lebten knapp 700 000 Menschen mit Migrationshintergrund in Hamburg.
https://www statistik-nord.de/fileadmin/Dokumente/Presseinf ormationen/SI21-082.pdf
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1. Annemarie Schimmel, Der islamische Orient — Wege seiner Vermittlung nach Europa. in: Goethes
Morgenlandfahrten. Frankfurt am Main und Leipzig, 1999.

2.Barbara Zehnpfennig: ,,Was eint die Nation?*, In: Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung Nr. 300, p10, 27.12.2000

3. Claus Leggewie, Multi Kulti— Spielregeln fiir die Vielvslkerrepublik, Rotbuch Verlag, 1993.

4. Claus Leggewie, Angela Joost, Stefan Rech, Der Weg zur Moschee — eine Handreichung fiir die Praxis.
Herbert-Quandt-Stiftung. Bad Homburg vor der Hhe, 2002.

5. Der Forschungsbericht zur Studie ,,Muslimisches Lebenin Deutschland 2020 (MLD 2020)"
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7. Heiner Geif3ler, Multikulturelle Gesellschaft: Ja!. Michael Klscker, Udo Tworuschka: Miteinander, was
sonst? Die multikulturelle Gesellschaft im Brennpunkt. Ksln/Wien: Bshlau Verlag, 1990.

8.Irenius Eibl-Eibesfeldt, Multikulturelle Gesellschaft—Integration— Assimilation? Der Spiegel Nr. 14, 1998.
9.Nadine Holscher, Diskussion iiber das Konzept der multikulturellen Cesellschaft, 2003.

10. Samuel Phillips Hunting ton, The Clash of Civilizations and the Remaking of World Order.New York, 1996.
1. TarigModood, Multiculturalism: A Civicldea. Polity Press, Cambridge, 2007.

12. Thomas Meier: Ein gefihrliches, zum Scheitern verurteiltes Experiment, Irrweg «multikulturelle
Cesellschaft», Zirich 3. Mirz 2000.

13. Thomas Lemmen, Muslime in Deutschland- Eine Herausforderung fiir Kirche und Gesellschaft, Nomos,
2001.

14.http://www.bundespraesident.de/SharedDocs/Reden/DE/Christian-Wulf f/Reden/2010/10/20101003
Rede.html

15. http://www.welt.de/politik/article2606235/Wie-viel-Moschee-vertraegt-das-Land.html

16.https://www.bpb.de/themen/migration-integration/laenderprofile/deutschland/256375/migration-
nach-deutschland -aktuelle-herausforderungen-und-zukuenftige-entwicklungen/
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1. Pre colonial.
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1. Retrieval Of true shiism.

2. Yitzhak Nakash, The Shi'is of Irag.
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5. Department oriental studies.




2 V¥ Ol 5 5L 0 8yl g Jl

Glan s Slalles 5 3l 2l yebs

[ARPESSHCR PPN SPPLH W P | |
Lasledlppalloe sy e I 6G ol 5

e o815 53 45 (9303 5 gy oS b liions ol on ploil JSliel 53 s

35S (58 Sy it 319yl 5 Dyt

ol gl 9,509 (alusl i ulididads ) (Al g ) Olidzes (i ¥

031588 53 ol 5 bl Olios oo 2 pmlibans bl 535503 e
534S Gl tmdly s i K ol polidan s sbaaallas ;3 dpd> slads
'S8 0l Sl gy 0B ten S s Olsie s oo o T 0 almyo
o5l ol oy dndaS ol plaatdgcans ool aS ol Bitae. ol
w\oiwstﬁmwjrﬁéLw&dIMNOgﬁb)U\&u.w\wJS
Syt 53 Olbanty il ol Al 58 31 5 5 o 5l S CIlas 5 case s
S Lo sl8Ls 013 3)50 53 Me L 5yl5 a1 Solane (slaccils a8 s (g, Ul
b>)‘>>l3}L3VSQL§45°J?5§Oﬁ‘joMQL:g %d)“@mﬁ@\)\b&\&?%)}é&ﬂ‘
EBAES > ¢ b Qg g o\ Kts15 55 (rmn sl e Ao aS L .r::ﬁ.:\;sda.;
503 013 0Ll 3oy Sl 53 48 dns g e 3k 3L plal e 053 45 A
ol g ancd Jalyy o 50 80,5 5031 ol e 315 LI LT 5315 3529
g2 R S5 4 el Lo g0l (gl 53 SIS G ckigos Ol 31>
S oylislancd o8 s

RaRAad & Sl 5 5942 BMe ol

RN oI [ o s s At Jlnl 5 6350 S ST 5 SIS 0L
R bty LT b 08 S ias lsre ar ol o 5 Cugidge S caline
i 51 o 50Tl el S B a 550 0 prti 48 ol oy 4
Ll03,5 58 (OLell AT i 40 0o pnilomans 155 5 L5515

1. Yale university.
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1. Chronology.

2.Scott steiner.

3.Robert gleave.

4. Michael cook.

S. Patricia Crone.

6. Gerhard Bowering.

7.Sociology of religion.

8. The shadow of God and the Hidden Imam.

9. The Turban for the Crown: The Islamic RevolutioninIran.
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1. Andrew J. Newman

2. Shi'TIslam

3. ModernPersian Literature
4. History of Modernlran
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1. the history and development of Twelver Shi‘ism to the end of the Safawid period (9011722-1501/1135-).
2. a volume on prominent figures of the Safawid period

3.a volume on the Safawids as empire

4. early Twelver Shi‘ihistory, doctrine and practice.

5.Iranian/Persianate Subalternsin the Safavid Period: Their Role and Depiction: Recovering Lost Voices

6. Theidea of Bager al-Majlesias ‘the idea of Iran: The Safavid era

7. A view from the periphery: Theijaza as polemicin early 10th/16th Twelver Shi'ism

8. Sufismand the Safavidsinlran: A further challenge to ‘decline’

9. Glimpses into late-Safawid spiritual discourse: An ‘Akhbar?’ critique of Sufism and
philosophy.

10. Thelimits of “Orthodoxy”2: Notes on the Anti-Abli Muslim polemic of early 11th/17th century Iran

11. Of mullas, manuscripts and migration: Aspects of Twelver Shi'i community life in the 18th century

12. ‘Great men’, ‘decline’ and empire: Safavid studies and a way forward
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1. Minority Reports: Twelver Shi'i Disputation and Authority the Buyid Period

2. Twelver Shi‘ism: Unity and Diversity in the Life of Islam, 632 to 1722

3. The Recovery of the Past: Ibon Babawayh, Bagir al-Majlisi and Safavid Medical Discourse

4. ‘Safavids and “Subalterns”: The Reclaiming of Voices’

5. ‘Monolithic or dynamic: The Safavid court and the Subalternin the late seventeenth century’
6. Scripturalist Islam: The History and Doctrines of the Akhbari Shii School

7. Clerical Perceptions of SufiPractices in Late Seventeenth-Century Persia, Il: Al-Hurr al-* Amilt (d. 1693)

and the Debate on the Permissibility of Ghina’
8. ShiiNews and Resources
9. https://www.shii-news.imes.ed.ac.uk/
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1. RECOVERING ‘LOST VOICES':THE ROLE AND DEPICTION OF IRANIAN/PERSIANATE SUBALTERNS FROM
THE 13TH CENTURY TO THE MODERN PERIOD

2. http://www.shii-news.imes.ed.ac.uk/projects/the-subalterns-project/

3. Shii-Sunni Conflict inIslam: Past, Present and Future

https://www.shii-news.imes.ed.ac.uk/projects/the-unthought-in-islam/the-
unthought-in-islam-the-shia-and-shiism-in-the-western-diaspora/

4.Edinburgh’s Centre for the Advanced Study of the Arab World (CASAW)

5. the IMES AlumniNewsletter no.6, p. 18.
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1. Wilferd Madelung
2. The Origins of the Conflict between Sunniand Shi‘ilslam

3. Simon Wolfgang Fuchs
4. Gonville and Caius College

5. ‘Transnational Shi ‘ism and the Endangered Promise of Pakistan: Rethinking Sunni-Shi'T Sectarianism in
South Asia’
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1. Afghanistan’s Shia minorities. Politics and sectarian tensions during the second Afghan war (1878-1881)
2.Francesca Fuoli

3.Dr Toby Matthiesen

4. Sectarianismin International Relations: The Saudi-IranianRivalry since 1979
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Introducing Scholars of Shia Studies

Andrew Newman, a British historian and Islamicist, and a professor of Islamic 9
and Middle Eastern Studies, has extensive activities in the field of Shia studies.
He graduated from the University of California and is currently working in the
Department of Islamic and Middle Eastern Studies. His teaching and research
areas include the history of Twelver Shi’ism, the history of Islamic jurisprudence,
Hadith studies, the history of Iran, the history and culture of the Middle East,
Persian language and literature, and modern Arabic literature. His research
projects focus on the history and development of Twelver Shi’ism up to the end
of the Safavid period, prominent figures and the Safavid Empire, and the early
history and doctrines of Twelver Shi’ism. Newman has published numerous works
in the field of Shia Islam, addressing the role of subalterns in the Safavid era,
the thought of Bager al-Majlesi, Shia polemics in the tenth/sixteenth centuries,
Sufism and the Safavids, late-Safavid spiritual discourse, religious conflicts in the
Safavid era, and the life of the Twelver Shia community in the eighteenth century.

In addition to his written works, Newman has other activities in the field of Shi’ism.
He is responsible for the “Shii News” website, which serves as an email list for
academic and non-academic activists in the field of Shia studies and publishes
relevant news and events. He has also managed a multi-year research project
titled “Recovering Lost Voices,” which examines the role and depiction of Iranian/
Persianate subalterns from the thirteenth century to the modern period. In 2015,
Newman also organized a seminar series titled “Shii-Sunni Conflict in Islam:
Past, Present and Future” with the participation of prominent professors, which
addressed the study of the historical and contemporary roots of this conflict and
the factors influencing it.

Keywords: Shia Studies, Newman, Safavid, History, Hadith



Professor Abdulaziz Sachedina at the Academy of Islamic Sciences and Culture

Research Article [ ) ) ) ) ) ] )
L - in Qom. Abdulaziz Sachedina was born into a Shi’a family of Indian descent in
aalilnd 93
B sty ae Tanzania. He is currently a full professor at the University of Virginia and among
DT the most renowned Shi’a scholars in America. Professor Sachedina’s research
0 bl agen Jl
For olieals 5l and teaching areas include Islamic studies, particularly Shi’ism, bioethics, Islam
Vol.3, Spring and in the contemporary era, democracy, and human rights in Islam. His previous
Summer 2024, No 5 ) " . X X ” "
T o books include “Methodology of Islamic Studies in the West” (2015), “Peaceful
| 8 | Coexistence in Islam” (2005), and “Islamic Biomedical Ethics” (2012). This text is

the first part of an interview with him about Shi’a studies in the United States,
and other parts will be presented in future issues. This section focuses on
“developments in Shi’a studies in the United States after the September 11th
incident.” These developments include the emergence of a neo-Orientalist
approach in Orientalism, the paradigms in Shi‘a studies, and the presence of
Iranian and Israeli researchers in the field of Shi’a studies and their role and
impact on this field of study.

Keywords: Neo-Orientalism, America, Abdulaziz Sachedina, Shi’a Studies

A Report on the Book “The Study Quran: A Contemporary
Interpretation of the Holy Qur’an»

Abstract

One of the interpretive works recently written by neo-Muslim Orientalists
is the book “The Study Quran.” This work is written by a group of Western
researchers under the editorship of Dr. Seyyed Hossein Nasr. The writing of
this book began at the request of HarperSanFrancisco Publications, now called
HarperOne, to Dr. Seyyed Hossein Nasr. The main authors of the book are two
neo-Muslim American Orientalists, Maria Dakake and Joseph Lumbard, and an
American-born Muslim, Caner Dagli, accompanied by an American assistant
editor, Mohammed Rustom. They created this work under the selection and
supervision of Dr. Seyyed Hossein Nasr. This book has been translated into
Persian by Dr. Enshallah Rahmati under the supervision of Mostafa Malekian
and is titled “A Contemporary Interpretation of the Holy Qur’an.” “The Study
Quran” has been published in one volume in English and has so far been
translated, printed, and published in eight volumes in Persian, containing the
surahs from Al-Fatiha to Al-Hadid.



The Position of the Imam Ali (AS) Islamic Center in

Research Article
Hamburg in the Context of Cultural Pluralism in Germany ale ablnd s
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Germany, with a population of over 80 million, is the second most populous V¥ ol 5l
country in Europe, with approximately 20% of its residents being non-native Vol.3, Spring and

Summer 2024, No 5
and foreign. The number of Muslims in Germany exceeds 6 million, with over

half a million of them being Shi’as. The number of mosques and Islamic centers | 7 |
is estimated to be over 2,700. Given the diversity of nationalities, cultures, and
religions present in Germany, many sociologists describe the Federal Republic of
Germany as a multicultural society and consider the recognition of diverse cultures
as a principle for this country. In this regard, officials in some states have entered
into agreements and approved positive discriminations in favor of certain cultural,
religious, and ethnic minorities. The question posed in this research, alongside
examining the concept of cultural pluralism and its aspects, is how Islamic centers
in Germany, especially Shi'a centers, and specifically the Islamic Center Imam
Ali (AS) in Hamburg, deal with this cultural issue. Findings indicate that Islamic
centers, particularly the Islamic Center Imam Ali (AS) in Germany, due to their
diverse functions, including social participation, social convergence and cohesion,
social normativity and security, identity formation and strengthening of ethnic
culture, giving meaning to life, producing spirituality and psychological peace in
society, strengthening the family system, etc., by embracing and welcoming the
approach of cultural pluralism, prepare their audiences for living in a multicultural
society. The performance of Islamic centers, in general, is aimed at strengthening
and deepening the policies of cultural pluralism and shaping a society based on
the acceptance of plurality of the multicultural type.

Keywords: Cultural pluralism, Germany, Islamic Center Imam Ali (AS), religious
diversity, peaceful coexistence

The Emergence of Neo-Orientalism in Shi’a
Studies in America from the Perspective of
Professor Abdulaziz Sachedina

Abstract
This text is the result of a conversation between a group of professors and
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knowledgeable, and impartial mediators to resolve critical and difficult
issues, is essential. Embracing diversity while maintaining unity, recognizing
the difference between diversity and disagreement, and acknowledging that
Shi’as have diverse cultures are crucial. This article, while diagnosing intra-Shi’a
disagreements, provides practical solutions for reducing these disagreements
and enhancing the position of Shi’as in the world.

Keywords: Intra-Shi’a disagreements, harms, solutions, unity, diversity

From European Traditionalism to Italian Shi’ism

Abstract

The book “Crises and Religious Conversions” by Minoo Mirshahvalad explores the
phenomenon of Italian citizens converting to Shi‘a Islam. Focusing on individuals
without immigrant backgrounds, the book seeks to answer why and how people
with European and Christian cultural backgrounds convert to Shi’ism.

By examining intellectual and historical contexts, the author addresses the
role of European traditionalism as a foundation for this religious conversion.
Traditionalism, with its critique of modernity and search for traditional values,
especially in the East, provides a platform for the acceptance of Shi’ism. Figures
like René Guénon and Julius Evola, with their emphasis on perennial wisdom
and ancient values, play a significant role in shaping this perspective.
Mirshahvalad, using qualitative research methods, including ethnography and
interviews, empirically examines the phenomenon of Italian Shi’ism. She shows
that Italian converts, while maintaining their national identity, seek to create
an independent form of Shi'ism compatible with European culture. These
individuals, emphasizing the esoteric and mystical aspects of Shi’ism, distance
themselves from traditional religious authority and seek to establish new
paradigms for their religious lives.

By presenting a picture of the challenges of religious conversion in the modern
world, this book examines the relationship between tradition, religion, and identity
in the age of globalization. The author, by raising questions about the traditionalist
interpretation of Shi'ism and its integration with fascist elements, critiques this
phenomenon and emphasizes the necessity of critical thinking in this area.

Keywords: Shi’ism, Italy, Traditionalism, Identity



revise academic research on Islamic jurisprudence and its related institutions.
The main objectives of this project include: understanding the intellectual and

Research Article

operational structure of the Islamic legal system in the 20th and 21st centuries; prele aalibadys

. . . ) O aainced
challenging the exclusive focus on Sunni Muslim legal developments and e
producing advanced research on non-Sunni legal traditions, particularly Imami 2 Sl s Jlu
Vor ol 5 les

Shi’i jurisprudence; examining theories related to the formation of Islamic legal ~ol3. Springand
schools, the relationship between legal theories and principles of jurisprudence; Summer2024, No5
accurately defining the term “Sharia” and examining the methods and theories | 5 |
used by scholars in their religious studies; and ultimately answering the question
of whether Shi’i jurisprudence has the capacity to replace other Islamic schools
or confront and oppose them. This project, funded by the European Union with
a budget of 2.2 million euros, is led by Professor Robert Gleave. Key academic
members and professors of this project include Kumail Rajani, Raha Rafiei, Amin
Ehteshami, Cameron Zargar, Wissam Halawi, and Sajjad Makiya. The research
areas of this project include understanding the Shi’i legal system and its capacity
for development and change, the Imami school, legal theory/principles of
jurisprudence, and fatwas and jurisprudence. The outputs of this project have
been presented in the form of books, articles, and seminars and workshops.

Keywords: Figh, Marja’iyya, Shi‘a, University of Exeter, Sharia

Harms and Solutions for Dealing with

Intra-Shi’a Disagreements

Abstract

Intra-Shi'a disagreements are a historical phenomenon, but their form and
nature have changed in the modern era due to factors such as media, politics,
and economic competition. These disagreements exist not only among Shi‘as
but also in other religions and social groups, indicating a general crisis in
cohesion and unity. Backwardness, especially a lack of moral courage, plays a
significant role in exacerbating these disagreements. Sensitivity towards those
with differing views, cultural backwardness, inability to properly use new
technologies, and external interference are among the main factors contributing
to these disagreements. Development and breaking out of isolation, active
engagement with the outside world, exchange of ideas, and utilizing the
positive experiences of other societies are among the fundamental strategies
for overcoming backwardness and reducing disagreements. Strengthening self-
confidence and independent identity, genuine pride in Shi’a and Iranian identity,
and avoiding blind imitation provide a basis for constructive interaction with
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Shia and the Culture of the Minority

Abstract

Twelver Shia Muslims, as the second-largest denominationin the Islamic world, are
considered a minority compared to Sunni Muslims globally and in many countries.
These minorities face vulnerabilities and challenges that require understanding
and the provision of appropriate solutions to preserve their identity and existence
within the majority. This article examines the factors affecting the survival and
strengthening of Shia minority communities. Firstly, it is emphasized that the
majority community should not feel threatened by the minority, as this can lead
to negative and harsh reactions. Secondly, the active and effective presence of
the minority in the economic, social, and political structures of society is essential
for their survival and growth. Thirdly, creating religious self-awareness among the
minority is a key factor in preserving identity and transmitting religious knowledge
to future generations. Fourthly, maintaining unity and avoiding intellectual and
ideological divisions within the minority community protects them from threats.
Fifthly, communication and interaction among Shia communities worldwide and
finding solutions to their problems are of great importance. Sixthly, the Islamic
Revolution in Iran, by presenting a powerful and defender-of-the-oppressed
image of Shia Islam, has enhanced its position among the world’s Muslims. Finally,
the article emphasizes that Shia Muslims, relying on the teachings of the Quran,
the Sunnah, and the Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them), must present a rational,
progressive, and civilizational image of themselves to be able to offer a new
meaning in today’s world.

Keywords: Shia, Minority, Sunni, Society

Law, Authority and Learning in Imami Shi’ite Islam

Abstract

The “Law, Authority and Learning in Imami Shi’ite Islam” project is one of the
most significant research endeavors in the field of Shi’i studies in the West,
conducted at the University of Exeter, UK. This five-year project, supervised by
the European Research Council, from 2016 to 2022, aimed to fundamentally
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