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of conceptualizing women’s roles.

Research Article

The present article, while offering a concise report of the book, aims to draw ool aalilind o
scholarly attention to the ways in which Shi‘i seminaries and marja‘iyya are F/aashdy ae
represented in Western academic literature, and to provide a basis for critical # oylot ases Jls
engagement and the reproduction of authentic Shi‘i perspectives in domestic Mo¥ Ol s 50l
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research. Winter 2024, No. 6
Keywords: marja‘iyya, Shi‘i seminaries, Qom and Najaf, institutional dynamics, 9

sociology of religion

Typology of the Shi‘a Communities in Turkey

Abstract: Shi‘ism in Turkey is a historical and multilayered phenomenon shaped
by the convergence of Azeri migrations from the Caucasus, the conversion of
ethnic Turks to Shi‘ism, and long-standing interactions with the Alevi—Bektashi
tradition. Twelver Shi‘ism became institutionally organized in the 1960s with
the establishment of religious centers in 1gdir and Istanbul. Today, two major
intellectual-social currents can be distinguished: the Zeynebiye movement led
by Sheikh Salahaddin Ozgiindiiz, which adopts a nationalist, state-oriented, and
moderate approach aiming to redefine Shi‘i identity within Turkey’s secular
system; and the Kawthar movement led by Sheikh Kadir Akaras, which promotes
a revolutionary, resistance-oriented discourse aligned with the Islamic Republic
of Iran and possesses significant media and cultural capacities.

An analysis of current developments shows that Shi‘ism in Turkey is moving
toward structural diversification and aform of internally managed intra-sectarian
competition. Despite security, political, and identity-related challenges, this
process may enhance the social resilience and soft power of Turkey’s Shi‘a
community at both the national and regional levels.

Keywords: Shi‘a, Turkey, typology, Zeynebiye movement, Kawthar movement



Shi‘i Ijtihad: Diversity and Transformation

Research Article
ele elil i A Review of The Making of Shia Ayatollahs
Pbat Abstract: This article provides an analytical review of The Making of Shia
Foled g Jlo Ayatollahs by Sayed Hassan Akhlaqg, a work that examines the Shi‘i institutions
% of ijtihad and religious authority (marja‘iyya) in the contemporary era through
Winter 2024, No. 6 a socio-historical lens. The book’s central thesis explores the internal dynamism
| 8 | of the seminaries (hawzas) and the intellectual, methodological, and social

diversity of Shi‘i mujtahids—a phenomenon that, contrary to common
assumptions, does not constitute a static and uniform structure but rather
a complex field of competition, preferences, and ongoing intellectual and
institutional transformations.

Drawing on the author’s lived experience in the seminaries of Qom and Mashhad
as well as Western academic literature, the book presents a multilayered
depiction of how mujtahids are formed, how the institution of marja‘iyya
operates, and how religious knowledge is produced. The book is structured
in two main parts. The first part, “The Nature and Structure of Marja‘iyya,”
analyzes its epistemic foundations, scholarly hierarchy, pedagogical model,
distinctions between a mujtahid and an ayatollah, and the mechanisms through
which authority and legitimacy are conferred. Akhlaq argues that ijtihad is an
amalgam of scholarly skill, social status, and moral character—attributes that
can strengthen or weaken over time. He also outlines the methodological
differences between the seminaries of Qom and Najaf, showing how each
represents a distinct model in jurisprudential reasoning, attention to historical
context, and the relationship between textual evidence, scholarly reputation,
and rational inquiry.

The second part, “Dynamics and Diversity in Marja‘iyya,” explores the domains
of disagreement and plurality within Shi‘i ijtihad—ranging from the relationship
between mujtahids and sectarianism or inter-sectarian rapprochement,
to their varied stances on Islamic philosophy, mysticism, modernization,
the West, politics and governance, and women'’s issues. Through historical
and contemporary examples, the author demonstrates that fatwas and
jurisprudential orientations are consistently shaped by the social conditions
and lived experiences of the scholars. This part also elucidates the historical
trajectories of clerical engagement with modernity, competing theories in
political jurisprudence (from quietism to wildyat al-fagih), and differing models



A Critique of Mohammad Ali Amir-Moezzi’s Thought:

Research Article
A Case Study on the Creation and Governance ele alilend s
of the Cosmos by the Imams et
# olod e Jlo
Abstract: This article examines and critiques the views of Mohammad Ali ¥ g s ol
Amir-Moezzi, a contemporary Iranian Islamologist and emeritus professor Q’fnié‘é?fﬁi"g
at the Sorbonne, concerning Shi‘i theology—particularly his theory of the | 7 |

“creation and governance of the cosmos by the Imams.” Relying on historical
phenomenology and philological analysis of early texts, Amir-Moezzi argues
for a form of “esoteric and supra-rational early Shi‘ism” in which the Imam
occupies a central position in the structure of theology and cosmology. By
privileging teachings attributed to extremist (ghulat) groups and interpreting
early hadith sources in a particular manner, he contends that the Imams are
not only mediators of divine grace but also possess an independent role in the
creation and administration of the world.

This study, after explaining Amir-Moezzi’'s methodological foundations and
providing a brief overview of his works and intellectual trajectory, critiques
his view from both methodological and substantive angles. Methodologically,
his reliance on phenomenology (with philological emphasis) and disregard
for the principles of hadith studies and isnad criticism lead to historically and
linguistically unreliable interpretations of Shi‘i texts. Substantively, his theory
of a “God of exterior and interior,” and his portrayal of the Imam as “the limbs
and organs of the Divine,” implies a kind of dualism within God’s essence and
approaches notions of extremism (ghuliw) and dualism incompatible with the
absolute monotheism of Imami theology.

The final section, drawing on a comparative analysis of Qur’anic verses and
authentic Imami narrations, demonstrates that the Imam’s role in the cosmos
is not independent but “mediatory and authorized” —meaning that the Imams
serve as channels of divine grace and governance, not as independent creators
or administrators. The conclusion reached is that Amir-Moezzi’s inclination
toward esoteric interpretation and privileging of extremist readings produces a
portrayal of God and the Imam inconsistent with foundational Imami theological
and monotheistic principles.

Keywords: Mohammad Ali Amir-Moezzi, Shi‘i theology, Imam, early Shi‘ism,
ghullw, creation and governance, historical phenomenology
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Anderson’s “imagined communities,” and Castells’s concept of “resistance
identity,” the research analyzes the role of three central functions of Shi‘i media:
the reproduction of religious themes, the strengthening of collective identity,
and the promotion of cultural resistance.

The study employs a mixed qualitative—quantitative content analysis grounded
in reputable international academic sources. The findings indicate that networks
such as Al-Manar, Press TV, and Ahlulbayt TV, through their emphasis on rituals
and religious practices, historical representation, and narratives of resistance,
have succeeded in constructing a transnational “Shi‘i mediated ummah.” In
addition to addressing the ritual and doctrinal needs of audiences, these media
outlets provide a platform to counter Western media hegemony and takfiri
movements. The study ultimately proposes a strategic framework for Shi‘i
media in the era of globalization.

Keywords: satellite media, Shi‘i media, public sphere, identity, resistance

Introducing Contemporary Scholars of Shi‘ism
Professor Liyakat Takim: Bridging the Seminary and the
Academy in Shi‘i Studies

Abstract: Professor Liyakat Takim is one of the leading figures in Shi‘i studies
in the West and a pioneer of intercultural dialogue between Islam and the
Western world. Currently holding the Sharjah Chair in Global Islam at McMaster
University in Canada, he is among the few scholars who have successfully forged
a creative connection between traditional seminary learning and analytical
academic approaches. In his works, he examines concepts such as ijtihad,
religious reform, the role of women in Islamic jurisprudence, Shi‘i identity in the
West, indigenization of religion, and interfaith dialogue through a critical and
innovative analytical lens.

This article provides an analytical overview of Liyakat Takim’s life, scholarship,
and intellectual standing, demonstrating his importance in establishing “Shi‘i
Studies” as an independent and recognized field within Western Islamic studies.

Keywords: Shi‘ism, Liyakat Takim, McMaster University, Sharjah Chair in Global
Islam, ijtihad, religious reform, interfaith dialogue



of the idea of Mahdism and signs of the coming in contemporary Shiite discourse

o ) e ) ] Research Article

and analysis of its relationship with recent developments in the Middle East. In
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this meeting, a group of scholars and scholars, explaining the various dimensions s iynn
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views on the matching of signs of the coming with current events in the region. Vo Gbinss 5 5l
By reviewing four views on signs of the coming - including maximal, minimal, Vol. 3, Autumnand

. . . Winter 2024, No. 6
denial of signs, and a detailed look - the present study attempts to present a T

scholarly and balanced approach to confronting the phenomenon of Mahdism. | 5 |
The findings show that hasty matching of narrations with contemporary events,
especially in the changing political and military conditions of the Middle East,
can lead to incorrect perceptions and social despair. In contrast, emphasizing
the “condition s” that underlie the emergence, rather than the inevitable
signs, is a more realistic way to understand the role of man and society in the
process of waiting and preparing for the emergence. In the continuation of
the meeting, contemporary prophecies movements, including Jewish Zionism
and Christian (evangelical) Zionism, were comparatively studied. The studies
showed that these movements, despite their theological differences, politically
exploit apo c alyptic concepts to legitimize their policies and conflicts. This
comparative study provides a basis for a better understanding of how Mahdism
is reflected in today’s geopolitical and ideological developments. The results of
the research emphasize that Mahdism, beyond a purely religious belief, has a
fundamental role in the intellectual, social, and political arenas, and its correct
understanding requires avoiding extremes, paying attention to the concept of
“badda,” distinguishing between signs and conditions, and utilizing documented
and metho dical analyses. This approach can prevent political abuses and
intellectual deviations in the field of expectation, and pave the way for the
formation of a balanced and civilization-building understanding of Mahdism in
the contemporary world.

Keywords: Mahdism, signs of the advent, Zionism, evangelicalism, Middle East,
Shiite thought

The Capacity of Satellite Media in Constructing Shi‘i
Discourse: A Sociological Analysis

Abstract: This study examines the capacities of satellite media in promoting
Shi‘i discourse and shaping a Shi‘i public sphere within the Islamic world.
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Shiism and the Imperatives of Living in a Minority Society:
A Strategic Reflection on the Status of Shiism in the
Contemporary World

Abstract: The present article, through a strategic reflection, examines the
status of Shiism in the contemporary world and argues that the “minority
existence” of Shiites is more than a numerical minority; it is a complex socio-
politi c al situation. This situation is accompanied by structural deprivation
of pow er, insecurity, difficulty in identity reproduction, and limitations in
effective public engagement. Insisting on the view that all problems stem from
external threats (such as discriminatory state policies or the violence of takfiri
currents) is considered an inadequate analysis. Alongside these factors, internal
weak nesses of Shiite communities in areas such as rational decision-making,
sust ainable institution-building, and designing intelligent collective action
models have played a decisive role in exacerbating their vulnerability. Instances
such as the lack of indigenous elites familiar with local contexts, emotional
and reactive actions, and mechanical imitation of other regions are among the
manifestations of these weaknesses. By referring to the experience of the Shiite
community in Nigeria as a cautionary example, the article demonstrates that
quantitative growth and social mobilization, if not accompanied by “minority
rationality” and a precise understanding of the field of action, may become
crisis-generating instead of strengthening their position. In contrast, successful
social action in a minority situation requires prioritizing survival, security, and
the gradual accumulation of social and institutional capital over costly and
sym bolic confrontations.

Keywords: Shiism, Minority Society, Institution-Building, Specialized Think Tank,
Structural Analysis.

Mahdism in Contemporary Shiite Thought: A Comparative
Study of Signs of the Coming with Contemporary Events in
the Middle East in Dialogue with Experts

Abstract: This article is the result of a specialized meeting of the Ahsan
Comparative Studies Institute, which was held with the aim of comparative study
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